The " Sussex " Incident

acquainted with all the members of the Embassy. Herr
Pavenstedt, who as a private citizen was not in a position to
accept Bolo's suggestions, then travelled to Washington to lay
the matter before me. He gave me to understand that a French
acquaintance of long standing, for whose good faith he could vouch,
had come to America to raise funds for a Pacifist agitation in
France^ He said that national feeling in that country had
reached a point which promised success for such a movement,
if the prospect could be held out of a peace by negotiation.
Herr Pavenstedt said that he could not, under any circumstances,
disclose the gentleman's name. As the plans of the Frenchman
recommended by Herr Pavenstedt coincided with my policy for
bringing about a peace by negotiation, and I had absolute con-
fidence in Herr Pavenstedt, I communicated the matter to
Berlin, where the necessary money was granted. Later, the
breaking oS of diplomatic relations with the United States
interrupted the policy I had initiated, and also put an end to
any prospect of effecting a change of feeling in France, where
the hope of American assistance revived enthusiasm for the war.
I do not know how Bolo's enterprise came to the knowledge
of the French*Government. In any case this cannot have been
due to the deciphering of my telegrams to Berlin, as I did not
know Bolo^s name. Owing to this ignorance on my part it was
arranged between Herr Pavenstedt and myself, at a second
interview, that the anonymous Frenchman should at a given
time address further communications on the progress of the
movement to our Embassy at Bern under the pseudonym " St,
Regis/*
At the time of the Sussex crisis a further awkward incident
occurred which took us back to the days of conspiracies. In
consequence of the Welland Canal case the American secret
police came down upon Herr von Igel, the representative of the
Military Attach^, in his New York office, for alleged complicity,
arrested him by force and seized papers which were found on his
table. I immediately laid a protest before the State Depart-
ment, whereupon Herr von Igel was set at liberty and a long
international controversy arose which had not come to an end
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